





1026 17th STREET, N. W., WASHINGTON 6, D.C. 


PREAMBLE. the League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan o tion, is dedicated to the principles of self-government estab- 
lished in the Constitution of the United States. The League works through its Program and its Voters Service to promote political 
——— through informed and active participation of citizens in government. It works to help the individual citizen be 
tically effective, to develop understanding of the essentials of individual liberty and representative government, and to increase 
citizen participation in political processes in the interest of responsible and responsive government. 
Through its Voters Service activities it provides nonpartisan factual information on candidates and issues. 


NATIONAL PROGRAM—1960-1962 


As adopted by the 24th national Convention, St. Louis, Missouri, April 25-29, 1960 





CURRENT AGENDA 


Governmental issues chosen by the Convention for concerted action. 


Support of U. S. economic policies which promote world development and maintain a sound U. S. economy. 


CONTINUING RESPONSIBILITIES 
Positions on national issues to which the League has given sustained attention and on which it may continue to act. 


1. Support of national policies and procedures which promote comprehensive long-range planning for conservation and 
development of water resources. Among these policies are: a) better coordination and elimination of conflicts in basic 
policy at the federal level; b) machinery appropriate to each region which provides coordinated planning and adminis- 
tration; c) cost sharing by government and private interests in relation to Consthe received and ability to pay. 

. Support of the United Nations system, including adequate financial contributions, increased use, and improved pro- 
cedures. 

. Modification of federal loyalty-security programs to limit scope, standardize procedures, apply “common-sense” judg- 
ment, and provide the greatest possible protection for the individual. 

. Self-government for the District of Columbia; extension of national suffrage to citizens of the District. 

. Measures granting the President authority to veto items in appropriation bills. 

. Opposition to constitutional limitation on tax rates. 

. Opposition to constitutional changes that would limit the existing powers of the Executive and the Congress over 
foreign relations. 





PRINCIPLES. Governmental measures and policies, supported by the League as a whole, which constitute the authorization for 
doption of national, state, territorial, and local Current Agendas. 





The principles of representative government and individual liberty established in the Constitution of the United States. 
A system of government which is responsible to the will of the people and which enables the voter to carry out his 
obligations as a citizen. 

A system of government in which responsibility is clearly fixed. 

A system of government which promotes coordination of the operations of federal, state, and local governments. 
Governmental organization and administration which contribute to economy and efficiency. 

A merit system for the selection, retention, and promotion of government personnel. 

Legal protection of citizens in their right to vote. 

A system of free public education which provides equal opportunity for all. 

Protection of minority groups against discrimination. 

. Removal of legal and administrative discriminations against women. 

. A system of federal, state, and local taxation which is flexible and equitable. 

. Fiscal and monetary policies which promote a stable and expanding economy. 

. Responsibility of government to share in the solution of social and economic problems which affect the general welfare. 
. Adequate financing of government functions and services. 

. Conservation and development of natural resources in the public interest. 

. Domestic policies which facilitate the solution of international problems. 

. Cooperation with other nations in solving international problems and promoting world peace. 

. Development of international organization and international law to achieve permanent means of cooperation. 
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Explanation of League Program—1960-1962 


CURRENT AGENDA: Support of U.S. economic 
policies which promote world development and 
maintain a sound U.S. economy. 


World economic development will continue to be 
the League focus in the next two years, which will 
undoubtedly be a period of dynamic change and cru- 
cial decisions. Our goals are twofold: 1) to build 
community understanding and support for economic 
assistance and liberal trade policies based on present 
League agreement; and 2) to develop new League 
agreement on other related policies that promote 
world economic development and maintain a sound 
U.S. economy. 

The new and the old come together in this item. 
The League has 2 long history of support for policies 
which serve to spur economic growth and to expand 
world trade. In the past two years the League’s over- 
all evaluation of U.S. foreign policy and the specific 
examination of economic assistance programs resulted 
in agreement on the yardsticks for a sound program. 
We agreed that it should be long-range, better co- 
ordinated, well-staffed, and efficiently administered. 
It should be adequately financed but the financing 
and administration should be the joint responsibility 
of both the developed and developing countries. 

Our evaluation has made us aware of other impor- 
tant policy questions which we want to consider more 
fully. The continuing and growing strength of our 
domestic economy is essential if we are to expand our 
contributions to world economic development. The 
economic growth of other nations is necessary to pro- 
vide markets for our expanding productivity. We 
want to know more about our own economy. We 
want to see what policies might furnish solutions to 
some of the hard questions which confront us. How 
serious is the balance-of-payments deficit and what 
remedies are feasible? How can we best use our farm 
surpluses in economic development programs? Is it 
possible to enjoy the benefits of freer trade while 
cushioning the possible impact of this on some indus- 
tries and communities? 

These economic interrelationships will be the heart 
of the League’s concern. 

At the same time that we are exploring new areas 
and reaching new arreement we will also be working 
on behalf of our esent League convictions. The 
logical progression vr the League will be working for 
community understanding and support of economic 
development assistance, making this a vital issue in 
the forthcoming election, and then encouraging Con- 
gress and the new Administration to enact a forward- 
looking aid program. We will also want to prepare 
for 1962 when the renewal of the Trade Agreements 
Act will make that year a trade year. 

In all that we do, we will want to help create a 
climate of opinion that will be receptive to the need 
and responsive to the challenge. 


CONTINUING RESPONSIBILITIES: By Con- 
vention action, the Water Resources CA and the U.N. 
support position under the Foreign Policy CA were 
moved to the CRs; the five CRs on the 1958-60 
national Program were retained. The national Board 
had recommended retention of the Loyalty-Security 
and D.C. Suffrage CRs and, in the interest of a limited 
Program, deletion of the other three. However, the 
Convention indicated a desire for League action on 
Item Veto, if opportunity arose, and a watchdog func- 
tion on the Tax Rate Limitation and Treaty-making 
CRs. Below are explanations of the two new CRs. 


CR 1—Water Resources: 


League delegates showed clearly that they wanted 
Water to be an active CR. Discussion in section meet- 
ings, questions for clarification, debate on the Con- 
vention floor all brought out that Leagues wished to 
continue to promote conservation and development of 
the nation’s water to meet the nation’s needs. Word- 
ing of the CR was amended by the Convention to 
express more precisely what the delegates believed to 
be a summary statement of the position which the 
League has developed through four years of study and 
action. 

All Leagues have the responsibility, in this as in 
any CR, for giving members background information, 
for keeping them abreast of recent developments, for 
responding to national Times for Action on federal 
legislation affecting the country as a whole. 

Leagues interested in regional work will find this 
CR to be in essence a permissive CA. Those Leagues 
already studying their river basins will be moving on 
to consensus and action. Leagues that have not yet 
started to work in regional groups may still organize 
to do so. Regional action will be initiated by regional 
groups on the basis of the consensus they reach. 
Regional consensus, however, may not take such 
League groups outside the national position as it had 
evolved up to the time the CR was adopted. Before 
regional action is taken under this CR, consultation 
with and approval by the national Board are required. 

The Water item has spurred us to pioneer with 
new groupings of League members, to cross tradi- 
tional political boundaries, and to explore new de- 
signs for governmental administration. Under this 
CR the League can continue the creative association 
and action which have made the Water item so excit- 
ing and rewarding. 


CR 2—United Nations System: 

The League will continue to center its activities 
under this CR around U.N. Day and Week in Octo- 
ber. Over the two-year period, special attention will 
be given to current issues on which the League has 
support positions, such as the World Court and the 
economic development programs of the United 
Nations. 
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The 1960 Convention 


“Forty Years of a Great Idea,” 
Convention theme, title of a new 
pamphlet, motif of Voters Service 
exhibits, plot of the clever skit pre- 
sented by the St. Louis League .. . 
“Demands of Destiny,” the Presi- 
dent’s address . . . largest delegate 
body ever, representing 80 percent 
of membership . . . press corps in- 
cluding reporters from the four top 
dailies of the country, both wire 
services, a national magazine, local 
outlets of three TV-radio networks 

. the lively try of arms-control 
and farm-policy “blocs” to get these 
items onto the Current Agenda... 
two demonstrations of educational 
television . reports on Carrie 
Chapman Catt Memorial Fund and 





Education Fund by former national 
President Mrs. John G. Lee and 
former national Board member 
Mrs. Werner J. Blanchard . . . guest 
speakers Dr. Stephen K. Bailey, Gus 
Tyler, Dr. Benjamin Higgins. . 
“Government in Action” panel 
from Syracuse University . . . report 
of Mrs. Robertson of the Hinsdale 
(Ill.) League on its self-survey, 
which brought alive the University 
of Michigan’s study of the League 

presentation of a Freedoms 
Foundation award for the League’s 
armed services voting project— 
these were a few of the things 
which distinguished the 24th na- 
tional Convention in St. Louis, 
Missouri. 





A budget of $223,740 was adopted 
for 1960-61 ($1,300 less than pro- 
posed, reduction being made in 
four items under general adminis- 
tration). Of the adjusted budget, 
$201,175 was pledged by Leagues. 

The proposed slate was elected 
and the new national Board imme- 
diately appointed two additional 
members: Mrs. Luigi Petrullo and 
Mrs. Arthur E. Whittemore. At its 
post-Convention meeting, the Board 
appointed two of its members to 
the Nominating Committee: Mrs. 
Paul Holmer and Miss Barbara 
Stuhler. The Board also elected a 
new Board of Trustees for the 
League of Women Voters Educa- 
tion Fund: Mrs. John D. Briscoe, 
Mrs. Alf H. Gundersen, Mrs. John 
G. Lee, Mrs. Arthur E. Whitte- 
more, Mrs. William H. Wood. 





Bordered by pictures of some Voters Service exhibits, Convention scenes: 1) introduction of 1960-62 national Board, left to right, Mesdames 

Whittemore, Petrullo, Miss Stuhler, Mesdames Treuvhaft, Phillips, Briscoe, Stuart, Campbell, Toms, Stoneman, Wood, and (inset) Holmer, Clark; 

2) “Gevernment in Action” panel; 3) against backdrop of enlargement of cover of new pamphlet, left to right, Mayor Tucker of St. Louis, Missouri 
League President Mrs. Seiler, St. Louis League President Mrs. Strehiman, Mrs. Phillips, national Executive Secretary Miss Drake. 
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The birthday party is over. St. Louis 
was a gracious hostess and Convention 
delegates, whether novice or veteran, felt 

# excitement, satisfaction, and a sense of 
accomplishment. 

The publication and the presentation of 
a new pamphlet—‘Forty Years of a Great 

Idea”—gave us an opportunity to pay tribute to all 
those who have made the League what it is today: Mrs. 
Catt and the suffragists, our five national Presidents, 
and the long stream of League leaders who have worked 
to carry out League Program over the 40 years. It is 
surely typical of the kind of woman who has been at- 
tracted to the League that all of the honored ones 
present at the 24th Convention or sending us their 
greetings were in full accord that the League should 
look forward, not back. 

Of the 1094 delegates, 966 came from local Leagues, 
114 from state Leagues, 14 from national Board; 653 
local, 48 state, and 9 provisional Leagues were repre- 
sented. 

For those of you who were there, let me tell you what 
‘many people have said about you: the delegates were 
well prepared before they came; they handled the busi- 
ness of the Convention with intelligence and dispatch. 
Probably many of you have already had the experience, 
since you returned home, of trying to compress into 
one page of your League Bulletin or a 15-minute report 
to a Board, unit, or general meeting the wide range of 
topics covered, the important decisions made at Con- 
vention. Even the factual listing must necessarily omit 
many details; the skill to recapture and transmit the 
trye spirit of the Convention eludes us all. But to a 
very considerable extent, the vitality of the whole or- 


ganization depends upon how well each of us is able to 
convey to others the content and the significance of the 
Convention proceedings. 

For those of you who were not there, let me say: we 
missed you. We take great satisfaction in the increased 
number of Leagues represented, in the high proportion 
of League members represented, but in both respects 
we hope to see the record improve. 

One of the things I should like to emphasize again 
is Convention focus on communications and political 
effectiveness. Two television projects, the Government 
in Action panel from Syracuse University, and the 
Tyler-Bailey speeches were all geared to call attention 
to these two related ideas. It is not enough for the 
League Board at each level of government to take 
action, and to know when and how: every League 
member must assume some of the responsibility. 

Mr. Tyler talked to us about new trends in the art of 
politics, and Dr. Bailey about new trends at the heart 
of politics. Apparently neither of them thinks of the 
League as guilty of the “enfeeblement of the political 
spirit” of which Miss Stuhler, in introducing them, 
said Americans are sometimes accused. How can 
League members who are neither disinterested, dis- 
enchanted, nor dismayed at American political life 
learn to apply the art of politics? 

As we go to press the announcement of the break- 
down in Summit negotiations has just been made. Dr. 
Bailey’s summary of American politics today as a pol- 
itics of pain, of complexity, of hope is thus underlined. 
In the next two years League members will want to 
understand more of the pain, to grapple with more of 
the complexities, to see a fulfillment of more of the 


hope. 


President 


KULP 


(Keeping Up with League Program) 


MUTUAL SECURITY: Congress completed 
action on the fiscal 1961 authorization 
for the Mutual Security Program May 
12, and the President signed it into 
law May 14. In doing so he congratu- 
lated Congress on showing “a high 
degree of responsibility” in making 
few cuts in the request. Ceilin 
placed on authorized programs are, in 
millions: 


Defense on 
Bilateral Technical Cooperation 
U.N. Technical Assistance 
OAS Technical Cooperation 
Special Assistance 
Contingency Fund 

Other Programs 


Military assistance and funds for the 
Development Loan Fund ($700 mil- 
lion for fiscal 1961) are covered by a 
two-year authorization passed in 1959. 
However, the purpose of the Fund was 
broadened, making clear that agricul- 
tural as well as industrial production 
is covered and that housing loans and 


guarantees are to be given special con- 
sideration. Funds for the Indus River 
development are to be used without 
the 50-50 shipping requirement. The 
authorization requires that costs and 
benefits of nonmilitary water and re- 
lated land projects financed abroad be 
computed insofar as practicable with 
Budget Bureau domestic standards but 
the language in the Act does not make 
this an ironclad rule. 

Appropriation: The House Appro- 
priations Subcommittee on Foreign 
Operations is continuing hearings on 
the Mutual Security appropriation. 
The League filed a statement in sup- 
port of the DLF and technical assist- 
ance funds May 14. Threats to cut 
the appropriation drastically below 
the authorization figure have been 
made by Committee chairman Rep. 
Passman (D., La.) and others. 

IDA: S. 3074, providing for U.S. par- 
ticipation in the International Devel- 
opment Association, was reported by 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
May 13. The House Banking and 


Currency Committee has not yet acted 
on the companion bill, H.R. 11001. 
D.C. HOME RULE: Hopes are high that 
the District of Columbia Home Rule 
bill will reach the floor of the House 
this term, since many more House 
Members have signed the discharge 
petition recently. 

D.C. SUFFRAGE: The House Judiciary 
Committee May 17 reported H. J. Res. 
529, a proposed constitutional amend- 
ment to give District citizens the right 
to vote in national elections. 
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